
 

Shri Nripendra Mishra 

Mishra                                                                                                                                                                        

                         

Principal Secretary to Prime Minister 

Prime Minister’s Office 

Government of India 

  

Dear Sir, 

  

The existence and operation of illicit trade vis-à-vis counterfeiting and smuggling has been an 

enduring problem that has escalated in scope and magnitude, impacting industries, 

government, economies and, the health and safety of the consumers.  

  

As you are aware, FICCI’s Committee Against Smuggling and Counterfeiting Activities 

Destroying the Economy (CASCADE), over the years, has been actively focusing on curbing the 

problem of growing illicit trade in smuggled, pass-offs and counterfeit goods.   

  

As per FICCI CASCADE reports, due to illicit markets, the estimated loss to the industry in just 

7 Industry sectors is Rs. 1,05,381 crores, an increase of 44.4% between 2011-12 to 2013-14. 

Also, the top five goods where the seizures by DRI has been the highest in the past few years have 

been -  gold, cigarettes, machinery parts, fabric/silk yarn and electronic items.     

  

In pursuance of its agenda, FICCI CASCADE recently organized an interactive session on the 

‘Impact of Illicit Trade on Industry, Economy and Consumers’. The intent was to facilitate a 

wider exchange and ensure a multifaceted perspective to understand the gravity of the 

menace caused by illicit trade activities. The session focused on issues such as need for 

increased consumer awareness; strengthening of enforcement regime; impact of taxation 

policy; improvement in regulatory mechanism and enhanced stakeholder collaboration.  

  

The panelists at the interactive session highlighted that illicit trade should be treated as a 

national threat and tax evasion needs to be seen as a grave offence.  

  

You will kindly agree that to deal with a problem of this magnitude, it is necessary that 

adequate steps are taken to tackle this menace. A complete set of press clippings of the event 

is enclosed for your kind perusal. 

  

Best Regards, 

DidarSingh 

  

  
    Dr A Didar Singh 

    Secretary General  
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