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Key Sectoral Highlights

Government & Policy

GovernmentrevisesCGHSpackageratesto retain hospitalservices
The Union Health Ministry has decided to revise the Central Government Health Scheme(CGHS)packagerates for all
beneficiariesandhasalsosimplifiedthe referralprocessunderit for the benefit of the employees.

GovtapprovesNationalMedicalDevicesPolicy2023, eyes12%market share
TheCentregaveits nod to the NationalMedicalDevicesPolicy2023with anaim to achieve10-12 per centsharein the growing
globalmarketover the next25 years. Thecurrentshareof Indiain the globalmedicaldevicesmarketisanabysmal1.5 per cent.
Moreover,the policy is expectedto help the medicaldevicessectorgrow from $11 billion (Rs90,000crore)now to $50 billion
(Rs4.5 trillion) by 2030.

ICMRreleasesfirst ethicalguidelinesfor AI in healthcare
TheDepartmentof HealthResearchandICMR'sArtificial IntelligenceCellhavereleasedthe initial ethicalguidelinesfor applying
artificial intelligencein biomedicalresearchandhealthcarein India.

Ayushman2.0 in works for 400million mid-incomecitizens
India is readyinga AyushmanBharatversion2.0, which will cater to 400-million middle incomecitizens,officialsfamiliar with
the developmentsaid. TheNiti Aayogand health ministry are workingon the contoursof the proposedplan to providehealth
coverto this sectionof the population.

Indiaworkingon single-window portal for drugregulationprocesses
Seekingto revampLƴŘƛŀΩǎdrug regulatorysystem,the governmentis workingon a unified digital portal that will bring together
all stakeholders: regulators,manufacturers,distributors,state-run departments,andprocurementagencies.

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/government-revises-cghs-package-rates-to-retain-hospital-services/articleshow/99445258.cms
https://www.business-standard.com/india-news/govt-approves-national-medical-devices-policy-2023-eyes-12-market-share-123042601134_1.html
https://www.livemint.com/news/india/icmr-releases-first-ethical-guidelines-for-ai-in-healthcare-11679845618748.html
https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feconomictimes.indiatimes.com%2Fnews%2Feconomy%2Fpolicy%2Fayushman-2-0-in-works-for-400-million-mid-income-citizens%2Farticleshow%2F99042601.cms&data=05%7C01%7Caayushi.panwar%40ficci.com%7Ca8fba2f766654580c08c08db2f41e051%7Cd3a55687ec5c433b9eaa9d952c913e94%7C0%7C0%7C638155732284004198%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Qx4qZNVUm%2BH5sNWzdeb2WZbeD05enSRnzZGShJWqDgE%3D&reserved=0
https://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/unified-national-portal-for-drug-regulatory-functions-in-the-works-123030800699_1.html
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Essentialmedicinesincludingpainkillers,antibiotics to get costlierby 12%
Essentialmedicinesincludingpainkillers,antibioticsandanti-infectivesareset to becomecostlierby more than 12%from next
month. Thisis the highestannualincreaseon recordin the pricesof thesemedicines.LƴŘƛŀΩǎdrugpricingauthority alloweda
pricehikeof 12.1218%from April 1 for scheduleddrugsthat areunderpricecontrol.

Swineflu caseson the rise: Healthministry
Whilethe influenzaA subtypeH3N2 virusis the dominantvirusin India,casesof swineflu (H1N1) arealsograduallyincreasing
in severalpartsof the country,showedthe Unionhealthministrydata.

JanAushadhischemeturnover to top 1,000crorethis fiscal: Officials
With an increasein numberof pharmaciesandnew product launches,includingsaleof medicaldeviceslike oximeters,LƴŘƛŀΩǎ
genericmedicineschemeςJanAushadhiςis expectingaάǎǳōǎǘŀƴǘƛŀƭincreaseinǘǳǊƴƻǾŜǊέthis fiscalto άƻǾŜǊ1,000ŎǊƻǊŜέΣ
seniorofficialsof the Departmentof Pharmaceuticalssaid.

Sopslikely for R&Don rare condition drugs
Thegovernmentwill soonfirm up a roadmapto encourageresearchand developmentof orphandrugs- medicinesusedfor
the treatment of rare conditionswhich are often seriousor life threatening. Incentivescouldbe offered to the private sector
in the form of fasterapprovalsandanextendedperiodof exclusivityfor orphandrugs.

48commonly-useddrugsfail latest quality test; CDSCOissuesalert
Thealert list also includesiron and folic acid tablets,probioticsand severalmultivitamin tablets. It also includesVitamin C,
VitaminB12, FolicAcidandNiacinamideinjections.

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/healthcare/biotech/pharmaceuticals/essential-medicines-including-painkillers-antibiotics-to-get-costlier-by-12-from-saturday/articleshow/99069108.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/india/swine-flu-cases-on-the-rise-health-ministry/articleshow/98614935.cms
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/jan-aushadhi-scheme-turnover-to-top-1000-crore-this-fiscal-officials/article66564228.ece
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/healthcare/biotech/pharmaceuticals/sops-likely-for-rd-on-rare-condition-drugs/articleshow/98315703.cms
https://www.financialexpress.com/healthcare/pharma-healthcare/48-commonly-used-drugs-fail-latest-quality-test-cdsco-issues-alert/3064417/
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COVID-19

Covovaxto be addedto CoWINportal asheterologousbooster.
With the inclusion of Covovax,individuals who have received the Covishieldor Covaxinvaccinescan now receive a
heterologousboosterdose,whichisexpectedto further boosttheir immunityagainstCOVID-19.

Centrereviewsstatusof publichealth responseto Covid-19
Indiahasbeenwitnessinga rapid increasein Covid-19 caseswith majority of the infectionsbeingreported acrosseight states-
Kerala,Delhi,Maharashtra,Haryana,Uttar Pradesh,TamilNadu,Karnataka,and Rajasthan,it waspointed out at a high-level
meetingchairedby PKMishra,PrincipalSecretaryto the PrimeMinister. A detailedanalysisof activecaseswithin theseeight
Stateswerepresentedandit washighlightedthat approximately92per centof the casesareunderhomeisolation.

Many private hospitalsstopprocuringCovidvaccinesasdemanddrops
Many big private hospitalshaveno stocksof Covid-19 vaccinesand are not planningto procure them due to poor booster
uptake,evenasCovid-19casessawanuptick.

Couldtheά!ǊŎǘǳǊǳǎέvariant trigger a new waveof COVID-19 infectionsanddeaths?
TheXBB1.16 variantmaybe the most transmissibleversionof SARS-CoV-2 yet, but expertsbelieveit is unlikelyto causea big
waveof cases.

Mild Covid-19canhaveharmful effectson your heart: Study

Thestudywasconductedto comparethe arterial stiffnesswhichisusedasa markerto measurethe functionof arteries

https://www.livemint.com/news/india/covovax-to-be-added-to-cowin-portal-as-heterologous-booster-prices-and-other-details-here-11681126374770.html
https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thehindubusinessline.com%2Fnews%2Fprincipal-secretary-to-prime-minister-chairs-high-level-meeting-to-review-status-of-public-health-response-to-covid-19%2Farticle66756482.ece&data=05%7C01%7Caayushi.panwar%40ficci.com%7C0e07911f08234dce177d08db415637a0%7Cd3a55687ec5c433b9eaa9d952c913e94%7C0%7C0%7C638175610809729544%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lcAlMqj1BSXP3l6ZYNucw8Mr4z57GojXxhf0ywZAk2Q%3D&reserved=0
https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feconomictimes.indiatimes.com%2Findustry%2Fhealthcare%2Fbiotech%2Fhealthcare%2Fmany-private-hospitals-stop-procuring-covid-vaccines-as-demand-drops%2Farticleshow%2F99769169.cms&data=05%7C01%7Caayushi.panwar%40ficci.com%7C9fae9afac875403a5e2b08db460db6e5%7Cd3a55687ec5c433b9eaa9d952c913e94%7C0%7C0%7C638180796993855718%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5T0%2Bp13%2FYUUJhBJGA0b0Sj%2ByuCgRZqF8XkEAuJuRKZA%3D&reserved=0
https://www.gavi.org/vaccineswork/could-arcturus-variant-trigger-new-wave-covid-19-infections-and-deaths
https://www.livemint.com/news/india/mild-covid-19-can-have-harmful-effects-on-your-heart-study-11682647156180.html


Mr Dileep Mangsuli
Head of Development Center 

and Executive Director, 
Siemens HealthineersIndia

As we celebrate World Health Day in April, it's crucial to recognizethat health is a

fundamentalhumanright andaccessto healthcareis crucialfor individualsandsocietyas

a whole. Thisis even emphasizedby the World Health Organization(WHO)through its

call for a return to the Declarationof Alma-Ata. However,giventhe unprecedentedhealth

challengesthat the world is facing,medical technologyadvancementsand innovations

arebecomingincreasinglycritical in revolutionizingthe healthcareindustry.

Thedevelopmentof effectivemedicaltechnologiesthat candiagnose,treat, andmanage
health conditionsis essentialto improve health outcomes. Frostand Sullivanestimates
that artificial intelligence(AI)and cognitivecomputingcould savethe healthcaresystem
up to $150 billion per year by 2025. Advancedtechnologiesthat cater to the evolving
healthcareneeds of people globally and addressingsome of the pressinghealthcare
challengesfacedby people in India by partneringwith varioussectorsto deliver better
patient outcomes. Precisionmedicine enables tailoring treatment to an individual's
unique genetic, environmental, and lifestyle factors. It is critical for providing more
accurate diagnoses,selecting the most effective therapies, and reducing the risk of
adverseevents.

Future of healthcare: The intersection of precision medicine, advanced 
technology, and access to care

Industry Article

ŎƻƴǘŘΧ

https://www.who.int/teams/social-determinants-of-health/declaration-of-alma-ata#:~:text=The%20Alma%2DAta%20Declaration%20of,goal%20of%20Health%20for%20All.
https://www.frost.com/news/press-releases/artificial-intelligence-healthcare-takes-precision-medicine-next-level/
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Precisionmedicine representsa major shift in how healthcare is delivered and by combining these technologies,

healthcareproviderscan deliver personalizedcare that improvespatient outcomesand reducescosts. Accordingto a

report by the PersonalizedMedicineCoalition,precisionmedicinecan help reducehealthcarecostsby identifying the

mosteffectivetreatmentsfor individualpatients,avoidingineffectivetreatmentsandminimizingadversedrugreactions.

Expandingandadvancingprecisioncare,canmakehealthcaremore accessibleandaffordable,therebyachievingWHO's

goalof achievingΨIŜŀƭǘƘfor!ƭƭΩ.

Accessto careisequallyimportant in ensuringthe successof precisionmedicineandadvancedtechnologyin healthcare.

Unfortunately,manypatientsstill facesignificantbarriersto accessingquality care,includinggeographic,financial,and

cultural factors. Improvingaccessto care requires a multifaceted approach,includingexpandinginsurancecoverage,

increasingthe numberof healthcareproviders,andreducinghealthcaredisparities. Stakeholderpartnershipis necessary

in addressinghealth disparities and improving health outcomes in underservedcommunities,particularly in India.

Organizationsneed to develop solutions that enable healthcareproviders to deliver patient-centered care, improve

clinicaloutcomes,andoptimizeresourceutilization,makinghealthcaremoreaccessible,affordable,andequitable.

Precisionmedicine,cutting-edge technologies,and accessto care are critical componentsof modern healthcare. By

leveragingthe latest advancesin medicaltechnology,physicianscanprovide more targeted,effective treatmentswhile

reducing healthcare costs. However, improving accessto care remains a significant challenge,and policymakers,

healthcareproviders,and industry leadersmust work together to ensurethat all patientshaveaccessto the carethey

needto livehealthy,fulfilling lives.

Future of healthcare: The intersection of precision medicine, advanced technology, and access to care



Dr Deepak Sharan
CEO, Chief Medical 

Director & Chief Scientific 
Officer, Recoup Health

Work-related Musculoskeletal Disorder (WRMSD) encompassesa wide range of
occupationalpainful/debilitatingconditions,due to diffuse involvementof muscle,fascia
(coveringlayer of muscles),tendon, nervesor blood vessels,typically involvingthe neck
and upper limb; thoughanypart of the body,e.g., back,legs,eyes,vocalcords,etc. may
be affected. Thecommonesttypesof WRMSDincludeMyofascialPainSyndrome(painful
contractionknotswithin muscles)and ThoracicOutlet Syndrome(tensionin the muscles
at the sideof the neckconstrictsthe bloodvesselsandnervesleadingto shootingpainor
numbnessin handsandwrists).

Theseconditionscanbe causedby the performanceof work-relatedtasks,suchaslifting,
carrying,typing,usinghandheld devices,etc. WRMSDis characterisedby disturbancein
the balance between load and physical capacity, preceded by activities that involve
repeatedmovementsor prolongedperiodsspentwith one or more of the relevantbody
parts in a fixed position. Theserisk factors (including physicaloverload, psychosocial
factors,poor nutrition, obesityand adverseworkstyle)if ignoredand not treated within
time, canaccumulateand result in seriousand debilitatingcomplicationssuchasType1
ComplexRegionalPainSyndrome.

A 360 Degree Comprehensive Approach to Treating Work -Related 
Musculoskeletal Disorders

Industry Article

ŎƻƴǘŘΧ
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WRMSDsare a significantoccupationalhealth andsafetyconcern,and canlead to lost productivity, increasedmedical
costs,disability,andreducedqualityof life for affectedworkers. With WRMSDsbeingthe leadingcauseof work-related
injury and illnessworldwide, and its causesbeingcomplexand multifactorial, our studiesshow75% of employeesin
the Indian IT sector report WRMSD. Amongthis, 73% of the employeesidentify as malesin the 25-45 yearsof age
group.

PreventingWRMSDsrequiresa comprehensiveapproachthat addressesall the risk factorsin the worker, the work and
the environment.

A documented,publishedandhighlysuccessfultreatment approachfor WRMSDis theά{I!w!bǎtǊƻǘƻŎƻƭέ- a systems
approach,andhigh-valuepatient carepathwaythat hasseverallayersof treatment, including:

Å expertassessmentandsurveillance;

Å a three-stageergonomicworkplaceanalysis;

Å establishmentof a therapyroute andenhancedself-drivenresults;

Å identificationandcorrectionof all riskfactors;

Å distressmanagementtraining;

Å 4 phasesof interdisciplinaryrehabilitation.

Under this research-basedprotocol, patients receivetreatment basedon the severityof their diagnosedconditions.
Thetreatment, comprisingfour phases,isdepictedin the imageon nextslide:

A 360 Degree Comprehensive Approach to Treating Work-Related Musculoskeletal Disorders

ŎƻƴǘŘΧ
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Overview of SHARAN'S® Protocol for treatment of WRMSD

A 360 Degree Comprehensive Approach to Treating Work-Related Musculoskeletal Disorders

Tosumup,{I!w!bΩǎProtocolfocuseson both sidesof the coin,providingeffectivetreatment for existinghealthproblemsandtrainingthe

patientsfor healthpromotion,maintenanceandpreventivecare. Recognisedworldwide, the Protocolhashelpedtreat over 10 lakhclients

with WRMSDfrom 45 countriessince2001. Followingthe Protocol,worker productivity increasedby 20%, and the companywhere this

programmewasimplementedsavedINR25000per worker per annum.



Dr SantanuSen
Consultant, Paediatrics, 
PaediatricHematology, 
Oncology & Stem Cell 

Transplantation, Kokilaben
DhirubhaiAmbani Hospital

TheUnionBudgetof 2023focusedon the eliminationof SickleCellDiseasepotentially by

2047. Sicklecell anemiais a serioushealthproblemthat affectsmillionsof peoplein India.

In the Indianbelt, which includesthe statesof Gujarat,Maharashtra,Chhattisgarh,Orissa,

and someof Bengal,sicklecell anaemiais most common. Thereare areasin TamilNadu,

Kerala,the South, and Telanganain certain places. Accordingto the Indian Journalof

MedicalResearch,India is home to over 20 million patientswith sicklecell disease. Even

thoughthis inheritedblood illnessissocommon,it isstill largelyunaddressed.

Sicklecell diseaseis a hereditaryblood disorderthat parentspasson to their children. The

red blood cells' irregular shape,which resemblesa sickleand givessicklecell disorders

their name,causesthe symptomsof the condition. Becauseof their sickleshape,red blood

cellsbecomestiff and stickyand becometrapped in the body's tiny blood veinsas they

circulate.

This interferes with the flow of oxygen to various body areas and causessymptoms

including anaemia,flare-ups of pain from bone and joint degeneration,swelling in the

extremities,anelevatedriskof infection,inhibition of normalgrowth,andeyesightissues.

1 Sickle cell disease: More than a century of progress. Where... : Indian Journal of Medical Research (lww.com)

Combating the Impact of Sickle Cell Anemia in India: A Public Health Priority

Industry Article

ŎƻƴǘŘΧ

https://journals.lww.com/ijmr/Fulltext/2021/07000/Sickle_cell_disease__More_than_a_century_of.2.aspx#:~:text=Today%2C%20SCD%20is%20the%20most,million%20patients%20with%20SCD%20live


Combating the Impact of Sickle Cell Anemia in India: A Public Health Priority

Industry Article

Sickle cell disease is a hereditary blood disorder that can be detected through newbornscreening or prenatal testing if 

there is a family history. Symptoms may appear as early as 2-5 months of age and, if left untreated, can lead to serious 

health problems and even death. Effective management and treatment are crucial for reducing complications and 

improving quality of life.

Theonly cure for sicklecell anemiais a stemcell transplant,which is a high-cost

and complex treatment in India. Screeningis a crucial tool in preventing this

disease,and the governmenthasa critical role to play in increasingawareness

andprovidingaccessto screening.

Oneof the biggestchallengesin addressingsicklecell anemiain India is the lack

of awareness,amongthe generalpopulation. If the diseaseis preventedin the

current generation,it canbe preventedfrom passingon to the next generation.

This highlights the need for increasededucation and awarenessabout the

disease,especiallyin tribal areaswherethe burdenishighest.

Sicklecell anemia is a pressinghealth issue in India that requires immediate

attention. To tackle this issue,the governmentand private hospitalsmust work

together to make this treatment more accessible,affordable, and availableto

thosein need.



G20 2nd Health Working Group Meeting 

Dr Mansukh Mandaviya, Union Health 
Minister andDr Bharati Pravin Pawar, 

MoS- HFW, GoI, inaugurating the 
G20 2nd HWG side event exhibition

TheG20- 2nd HealthWorkingGroupmeetingwasscheduledfrom 17th -19th April in
Goa. FICCIwasthe official industry partner for the sideeventwhichwasscheduled
from 18th- 19th April on the central theme ofΨDigitalIŜŀƭǘƘΩ. A parallelsideevent
exhibition on digital health was also facilitated by FICCI,where 34 innovative
companies presented their digital health related projects/ products that are
leveraging the use of technology in making healthcare more accessibleand
affordablein India.

Click here for Highlights

https://twitter.com/i/status/1648289448441040897

